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Denise Kopecky is currently the Vice President of Education for Challenger Center, an international STEM 

education non-profit founded by the families of the Challenger crew to continue the educational mission 

of their loved ones. Ms. Kopecky leads Challenger Center’s team of education and technology experts 

whose work is at the core of the organization’s STEM education mission. She oversees the development 

and implementation of all education products and programs, including simulated learning, curriculum, 

professional development, and assessment. She also manages relationships with program collaborators 

including partners, external vendors and evaluators. Ms. Kopecky serves as the primary investigator on 

several federal research grants, and oversees grants from NASA, the National Science Foundation, and 

private corporations. Ms. Kopecky is a member of Challenger Center’s Senior Leadership team, providing 

direction on all strategic and operational issues to ensure an effective and coordinated effort to meet 

Challenger Center’s goals. 

Prior to working at Challenger Center, Ms. Kopecky worked part-time as an instructor for a small STEM 

education start-up, AviationEd. During her time as an instructor, Denise consulted with the owners on 

curriculum enhancements and created new lesson connections.   

Ms. Kopecky began her career as an elementary school classroom teacher in Fairfax County Public 

Schools. She spent 13 years in the classroom, and taught both upper and lower elementary grade levels. 

She developed and delivered curriculum and led several professional development courses. During her 

teaching career, Ms. Kopecky served as a team leader, served on the child study team, advised on gifted 

services panels, co-led reading and writing committees, and served on the Teacher’s Advisory Board to 

the Superintendent.  

Ms. Kopecky attended Virginia Commonwealth University where she earned both a Bachelor of Science 

in Psychology and a Master of Teaching in Elementary Education. She also has a post-graduate 

professional certification in Instructional Design from University of Wisconsin-Stout. Denise served as 

the Parent Teacher Organization President at Middleburg Community Charter School for three years. 

She also sits on the advisory committee for the Innovation Collaborative, a non-profit that conducts 

research in best practice at the intersection of the arts, humanities, and STEM. 

 


